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Get  the  Lead 

Lead  in  any  form  can  be  harmful  to  young 
children,  especially  those  under  the  age  of 
six  years.  Lead  dust  can  poison  a  child's 
blood  system,  causing  physical  and 
developmental  problems.  Lead  dust  is 
caused  by  deteriorating  lead-based  paint. 

In  1996,  18,000  children  in  Illinois  were 
identified  as  having  elevated  blood  levels 
of  lead.  Yet  this  number  is  estimated  to  be 
only  10  percent  of  the  children  who 
actually  have  this  condition.  It  is  also 
believed  that  over  70  percent  of  the  low 
income  families  in  Illinois  live  in  housing 
that  is  lead  hazardous. 

This  project  is  designed  to  provide 
assistance  to  low  income  families  who  have 
the  greatest  exposure  to  lead  with  the  least 
financial  means  to  take  corrective 
measures. 

"Get  the  Lead  Out"  is  a  pilot  program  that 
seeks  to  reduce  the  hazards  of  lead-based 
paint  in  homes  of  500  low-income  families 
with  children  six  months  to  six  years  of  age 
whose  blood  contains  elevated  levels  of 
lead.  This  will  be  accomplished  through 
low  cost  repairs,  such  as  wet  scraping 
deteriorated  lead  based  paint,  covering  up 
building  components,  replacing 
contaminated  window  sashes  and  doors, 
cleaning  or  removing  carpeting  and 
furniture,  and  repairing  or  replacing 
deteriorated  gutters  and  downspouts. 

The  program  will  provide  benefits  to 
clients  in  500  homes  located  in  five  areas  of 
Illinois.  You  may  be  eligible  for  the 


Out  Program 

program  if  you  live  in  one  of  the  following 
areas:  Ford,  Iroquois  and  Vermilion 
Counties;  Boone  and  Winnebago  Counties; 
Peoria  County;  St.  Clair  County;  and  in  the 
Cook  County  communities  of  Cicero, 
Maywood,  Calumet  City,  Blue  Island, 
Harvey,  Chicago  Heights,  Robbins, 
Riverdale,  Markham,  Phoenix  and  Ford 
Heights. 

The  program  is  available  to  families  with 
incomes  below  those  on  the  following 
chart: 
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To  receive  the  benefits  of 
this  program  you  must: 

1.  Make  application  with  your  local 
agency  office. 

2.  Furnish  proof  of  income,  tenancy, 
and  any  documentation  required 
to  determine  eligibility 

3.  Permit  a  complete  inspection  of 
your  home  and  property  to 
determine  the  presence  of 
hazardous  lead  materials. 

4.  Agree  to  the  testing  of  your 
children's  blood  for  lead  content. 

5.  Be  prepared  to  relocate  to 
temporary  quarters  during  the 
hazard  removal  work  at  your 
residence  (this  should  not  require 
more  than  4  days).  Any  expenses 
which  you  may  incur  because  of 
relocation  will  be  reimbursed  to 
you. 

6.  Participate  in  a  training  course 
which  will  teach  you  how  to  keep 
the  lead  dust  levels  in  your  home 
at  a  minimum. 

7.  Agree  to  an  annual  inspection  of 
your  home  for  lead  dust  by  your 
local  Public  Health  Department. 

8.  Allow  your  children  to  be  tested 
annually  for  the  lead  content  of 
their  blood. 


Where  to  Apply 

Ford,  Iroquois  and  Vermilion  Counties 
East  Central  Illinois  Community  Action 
Agency 

56  N.  Vermilion 
Danville,  IL  61834-1335 
Phone:  217/443-2705 

Boone  and  Winnebago  Counties 
Rockford  Human  Services  Dept. 

1005  S.  Court  St. 

Rockford,  IL  61102 
Phone:  815/987-5782 

Cicero,  Maywood,  Calumet  City,  Blue 
Island,  Harvey,  Chicago  Heights,  Robbins, 
Riverdale,  Markham,  Phoenix  and  Ford 
Heights 

Community  and  Economic  Development 
Association  of  Cook  County 
224  N.  DesPlaines  St. 

Chicago,  IL  60661 
Phone:  618/207-5444 

St.  Clair  County 

St.  Clair  County  Intergovernmental  Grants 
Dept. 

#19  Public  Square,  Suite  200 
Belleville,  IL  62220 
Phone:  618/277-6790 

Peoria  County 

Peoria  Citizens  Committee  for  Economic 
Opportunity 

711  W.  McBean  St. 

Peoria,  IL  61605 
Phone:  309/671-3900 

The  hearing  impaired  may  access  the  above  numbers 
through  the  State  TDD  Relay  800/526-0844 

For  further  information  call: 

Illinois  Department  of  Commerce  and  Community  Affairs 
1-800-252-8643  TDD  800/785-6055 

Illinois  Department  of  Public  Health 
1-800-545-2200  TDD  1-800-547-0466 
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